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hi but neutral historical data; they are used for orientation lnanyt ng 
t ntext useful and thus also valuable' (Ibid.). In add! the curren co , ' 

tton, Echterhoff calls attention to the central Intersection between
memory research In social psychology and cultural studies' Inter­
est In media and Institutions of remem�erlng: Collective-semantic
bodies of knowledge become such only as th

1
e result of a series of

social processes of construction and validation (Ibid., 78). Thus 'the
collectivization of what are at first simply contents of the semantic
memory are presumably tied to a number of cognitive, technical,
social, and societal conditions' (Ibid., 82). 

J. Collective-procedural memory: In this last category, Manier and Hirst
subsume traditions and rituals, which the Individual often carries out
and passes on without being aware of it. 'Rituals and traditions, or
more generally, procedural memories, can serve as mnemonic tools
that shape the collective Identity of their practitioners, collectively
reminding them of declarative memories' (Manier and Hirst 2008,
259). 

To sum up, in recent decades almost no other topic has inspired such 
a stimulating and productive Interdisciplinary dialogue, one which 
also blurs the boundaries between the humanities and the natural 
sciences. Of course, the fact that 'memory' figures as a shared object 
of study for disciplines with significantly different basic assumptions, 
research Interests, and methods can have explosive results. And, of 
course, It Is also true that researchers are far from establishing a 'super 
theory' of memory which would perfectly Interweave the 'two cultures'. 
However, many scholars and scientists have at least cast off some of 
their reservations and shown themselves to be open to 'memory as a 
convergent field' (Welzer 2008, 295) and the interdisciplinary exchange 
that goes along with it, so that we can look forward to interesting new 
developments. 

IV 
Memory and Culture: 
A Semiotic Model 

Jn light of the broad multidisciplinarity of memory studies and the 
great variety of concepts of memory it has yielded, should one even 
attempt a definition of 'cultural memory'? Nicholas Pethes and Jens 
Ruchatz find this goal neither realistic nor desirable. Thus, they did not 
even include entries for 'memory' or 'remembering' in their interdis­
ciplinary encyclopedia (2001) of the same name. They certainly have 
a point. The 'supertheory' of memory that integrates all the existing 
approaches has yet to be conceived (on some far-reaching attempts, 
though, see chapter 111.3.3). The goal of this chapter is to outline an 
heuristic model of cultural memory. This model is rooted in anthro­
pological and semiotic approaches to culture, but at the same time it 
should leave room for as many points of contact with other approaches 
as possible. 

We cannot conceive of memory without using metaphors; in fact, 
throughout history, the phenomenon of 'memory' has itself generated 
a great many metaphors. In a first step, therefore, the possibilities, 
limits, and dangers of the metaphorical reference to cultural memory 
will be carefully examined and two fundamentally different uses of 
Halbwachs's term 'collective memory' - collective and collected - will 
be explained. A second step then introduces categories of cultural 
semiotics and distinguishes among three dimensions of memory culture 
(material, social, and mental). Third, concepts of cognitive psychology 
are transferred to the level of culture, in order to locate acts of remem­
bering within a framework of various systems of cultural memory. And 
fourth, the relationship of memory to the neighboring terms 'identity' 
and 'experience' is considered. 
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