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IV.1_ M e t a p h o r s - p r o d u c t i v e , m i s l e a d i n g a n d s u p e r f l u o

or : H o w t o c o n c e i v e o f m e m o r y o n a c o l l e c t i v e l eve l ns,

One of the established criticisms levelled against theories

memory contends that they are based on an improper transferenc,
concepts o f individual psychology t o the collective level. Marc Blo ?t
(1925), in his response to Halbwachs?s theses, was the first to point Och

the problems that arise when terms such as ?memory?, ?remembering'
and ?forgetting? are simply furnished wi th the adjective ?collective?
order t o transfer to sociocultural phenomena the insights gathereg in

studying individuals. It is certainly true that there exists no form ot
collective consciousness (outside of individual minds) to which on

could ascribe acts of remembering and forgetting, an unconscious on
the suppression of memory. ,

Cul tu ra l m e m o r y , collective r e m e m b e r i n g , o r social f o r g e t t i n g are

metaphors - as has been e m p h a s i z e d repea ted l y (be i t as a Teproach or

as a j u s t i f i c a t i o n f o r cu l t u ra l studies? approaches t o m e m o r y ) . They are

l i n g u i s t i c c o g n i t i v e m o d e l s w i t h h e u r i s t i c value, as Hara ld We in r i ch

p o i n t e d o u t as ea r l y as 1976: ?We c a n n o t conce ive o f a n ob jec t such as

m e m o r y w i t h o u t m e t a p h o r s . M e t a p h o r s , p a r t i c u l a r l y w h e n t h e y occur

i n t h e c o n s i s t e n c y o f s e m a n t i c f ields, are v a l u a b l e as (hypo the t i ca l )

c o g n i t i v e models? (294) (see also L a k o f f a n d J o h n s o n 1980). Memory ,

r e m e m b e r i n g a n d f o r g e t t i n g have been paraphrased w i t h m e t a p h o r s

s ince Pla to a n d Ar i s t o t l e - f r o m w a x tablet , seal, a n d av ia ry t o store-

h o u s e a n d t h e a t r e al l t h e w a y t o p h o t o g r a p h y a n d t h e compute r . Thus,

as D o u w e Draa isma (2000, 3 ) p o i n t s o u t , ?ever -chang ing images are

p r o j e c t e d o n t o o u r theor ies o f m e m o r y , a succession o f m e t a p h o r s and

m e t a m o r p h o s e s , a t r u e o m n i a in omnibus?. T h e classical m e t a p h o r s of

m e m o r y have always referred t o the i n d i v i d u a l leve l . Th i s means that

w h e n w e d r a w o n t h e concep t o f memory , w e are u s i n g a t e r m w h i c h is

a l r e a d y associated w i t h a range o f m e t a p h o r s . M e t a p h o r i z i n g th is term

e v e n f u r t h e r - t h a t is, t a k i n g t h e p rev ious t e n o r (or: ta rge t doma in )

? i n d i v i d u a l m e m o r y ? a n d m a k i n g i t a veh ic le (or: source d o m a i n ) fo r an

u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f social p h e n o m e n a s u c h as processes o f c a n o n i z a t i o n

or p u b l i c c o m m e m o r a t i o n s - can be ve ry suggest ive, b u t also harbors

t h e d a n g e r o f p r o d u c i n g endless ly m e a n d e r i n g catachreses, cha ins o f

m i x e d m e t a p h o r s .

To be exact , i n speak ing o f ?cul tural m e m o r y ? w e are o n l y somet imes

d e a l i n g w i t h m e t a p h o r s proper , b u t a lways w i t h tropes, t h a t is, w i t h

exp ress i ons t h a t have a f i gu ra t i ve m e a n i n g . Yet n o t every c o n c e p t o f

c u l t u r a l m e m o r y e x h i b i t s t h e same degree o f t r o p o l o g y . Basical ly, there

o f Cul tura l

Memory and Culture: A Semiotic Model 97

ent uses of tropes in cultural memory studies which should
ai f fer ?cultural memory? as metaphor and as metonymy.

w e g u i s h e d :are

bedis t in
. When ?cultural remembering? is conceived o f as an indi-

. Metonymy: nen the focus is on the shaping force that sociocultural

v idual act, W: exert on organic memory - that is, when we speak of
surroundings hhenomenon o f culture? (see J. Assmann 2006, 170) - ,

tmemory a5 scaling w i t h a l i teral use o f the term ?memory? and wi th
then we are ?se of the attr ibute ?cultural? (which stands for socio-

ametonym xts and thei r inf luence on individual memory).

cultural con contrast, i t is a metaphor izat ion of the term ?memory?
Metaphor: n e o f the ?memory o f culture?, ?a society remembering?

whenw e e e o f literature?. These are l inguist ic images for the
or the ae i v i n g o f documents, for the establishment of official

organized i t i o n days, or for the artistic process of intertextual i ty ?

c o m e t for ?culture as a phenomenon o f memory? (ibid.). The term
s

?memory? itself becomes a metaphor.

amenta l ly d i f f e r e n t w a y s o f c o n c e i v i n g o f the
T h u s n e T e n v a l t u r e a n d y e m o r y , b o t h o f w h i c h can be f o u n d

oO n in hralbwachs?s w o r k o n mémo i re collective. However , t h e r e they

orenot discussed separate ly n o r c l ea r l y d i s t i n g u i s h e d f r o m eacho t h e r . It

is the American soc io log is t Je f f rey O l i c k ( 1 9 9 9 a ) w h o has p o i n t e dw i t h
the necessary c l a r i t y t o t h e d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n w h a t he calls a ?collected

and a ?collective? m e m o r y . H e speaks o f t h e ?two cultures? o f m e m o r y

research: ?two rad i ca l l y d i f f e r e n t c o n c e p t s o f c u l t u r e are i n v o l v e d here,

one that sees cu l tu re as a s u b j e c t i v e c a t e g o r y o f m e a n i n g s c o n t a i n e d in

people?s minds versus o n e t h a t sees c u l t u r e as pa t t e rns o f p u b l i c l y avai l -

able symbols ob jec t i f i ed i n society? ( i b i d . , 336) . D r a w i n g o n Ol i ck , w e

can therefore d i s t i n g u i s h b e t w e e n

* ?collected memory? as the socially and cul tura l ly formed individual
Memory. We remember w i t h the aid of cul tura l ly specific sche-
Mata; we act according to collectively shared values and norms;
we assimilate second-hand experiences into our personal wealth of
experience. Halbwachs wou ld call these instances cadres sociaux de

la mémoire. Olick uses the metaphor of ?collecting?: The individual
mind appropriates various elements o f the sociocultural environ-

ment. Cultural studies research on collected memory is often engaged
in a dialogue wi th social psychology and can even prof i t f rom the
Insights of the neurosciences; and
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