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How to Succeed in Statistics 

(without really lying):

1. Keep an open mind.  It is tough material but will benefit you in the long run.

2. Think about how nice it will be when you read the next results section of a paper and have a good idea of what they are talking about.

3. Don’t think that you have to do it all in one sitting because your brain will get full.  Take time to process.  The lab is designed to take 3-4 weeks.  
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4. Take your time in following directions.  The goal is to give you step by step instructions for executing the statistics.  Do not go on unless you know why you did what you just did.

5. Use the resources given, including the lab manual and the MASTER POPSIZE BURKS.xls sheet on Segue when you have completed your spreadsheet.
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6. Think about how learning this now will benefit you when you plan your group experiment or do your own research.
7. Make a valid attempt to love statistics 1/100% as much as Dr. Burks.  Things are easier to do when you like them.

8. Think about how much you can impress your friends and parents with your statistical knowledge.

9. Keep in mind, a little struggle/challenge is good.  A lot is not productive.  Don’t bang your head against the wall.  Stop, rethink and figure out where you lost track.

10. Please Ask Questions!  In person, email burksr@southwestern.edu, phone 512-869-8098 or x1280.
