
RO: The Cancer Journals (1978), Audre Lorde 
 

        
                  Original, 1st Edition. 1978          Special Edition, 1997              Penguin Random House Edition, 2020 
 

 
● Watch: “The Cancer Journals Revisited” Documentary Trailer  

(2:33) “At the invitation of the filmmaker, who was diagnosed with breast cancer in 
2010, twenty-seven writers, artists, activists, health care advocates, and current and 
former patients recite Lorde’s manifesto aloud on camera, collectively dramatizing it 
and producing an oration for the screen. The film is both a critical commentary and a 
poetic reflection upon the precarious conditions of survival within the intimate and 
politicized public sphere of illness.” (Source: Filmmaker, Lana Lin) 
 

● Listen: “The Transformation of Silence into Language and Action” 
(16:58) An original recording of Lorde reciting her speech at the 1977 MLA Conference 
on the Lesbian and Literature panel. This speech became the first chapter of the 
book. (Source: Lesbian Herstory Archives) 

https://youtu.be/l2DL3wegld0?si=Xy1rbV9Yv64j3uvG
https://www.lanalin.com/the-cancer-journals-revisited
https://drive.google.com/file/d/157ar1ghskGmA4-0sX9_zCaxz6asuuGPp/view?usp=sharing
https://herstories.prattinfoschool.nyc/omeka/items/show/54

